
Black Splitter Cone Splitter FAQs 

1.​ What is a Black Splitter cone splitter and how does it work? The Black Splitter is a 
premium German-engineered and manufactured hydraulic cone log splitter attachment 
that mounts to excavators, skid steers, mini skid steers, compact loaders, and similar 
machines. It features industry renowned durability and value, two piece, threaded 
chromium-steel cone and bolt-on mount plate that screws into the log, applying massive 
torque to split it efficiently. This allows safe, one-person operation from the cab—no 
manual labor, chainsaws, or wedges needed. It's ideal for hard/soft wood, 
straight/twisted logs, stumps, roots, and large-diameter timber. 

2.​ Which machines are compatible with Black Splitter attachments? Black Splitter 
models fit most compact to large machinery with bi-flow auxiliary hydraulics. Some 
models will require a case drain line installed for operation. 

○​ 1.5 - 30+ ton carrier weight class range 
○​ Customized body size and motor type for optimal performance and durability 
○​ custom mounts are available for most machines 
○​ Excavators or backhoes have an advantage over skid steers or compact loaders 

with the reach capabilities but the splitting performance primarily comes from the 
combination of hydraulic GPM (rotation speed) and PSI (max torque) from the 
machine’s auxiliary pump  

3.​ What hydraulic requirements does the Black Splitter need? It requires standard 
auxiliary hydraulics with bi-directional flow. Most machines in the 1.5–6+ ton range will 
not need a case drain line unless the max auxiliary pressure is over 3,500 PSI. The 800+ 
motor is the option for compact machinery with auxiliary pressure over 3,500 PSI. 
Contact us with your machine make and model for confirmation 

4.​ Direct Drive VS Geared: 
○​ The Black Splitter hydraulic cone log splitter attachments come in two main 

drive configurations: direct drive (non-geared) and geared (with planetary 
gears). This distinction is key to their performance, as it affects torque, speed, 
power handling, and suitability for different jobs. 

○​ Direct drive models — These include the popular S2 series (e.g., S2 630, S2 
800, S2 800+), S2X variants, and larger model S1X. They use a robust, compact 
reversible orbital hydraulic motor directly connected to the cone without additional 
gearing. This is the "standard" setup for most users. 

○​ Geared models — These are the SB series (e.g., SB, SBX) with integrated 
planetary gears in the motor assembly. The gearing multiplies torque output 
significantly. 

Here's a clear breakdown of the pros and cons of each, based on Black Splitter's design 
specs, real-world user feedback from forestry/demolition pros, and your site's own product 
details (e.g., from ransomeattach.com and related sources). 

Direct Drive (e.g., S2 800, S2X 800+, S1X) 

http://ransomeattach.com/


Pros 

●​ Faster cone rotation/splitting speed — The cone spins quicker under the same 
hydraulic flow, making it more efficient for the average, over-sized logs that our 
customers need to split down to process / chip . You get through piles fast in typical 
firewood production or land clearing. 

●​ Simpler design — Fewer moving parts (no planetary gears), which means lower 
complexity, potentially easier maintenance, and less chance of gear-related wear/failure. 

●​ Lighter weight — Generally 20% lighter than equivalent geared models, which helps on 
smaller carriers (mini excavators/skid steers in the 1.5–9 ton range) without overloading 
the boom or reducing mobility. 

●​ More affordable — Lower upfront cost compared to geared versions, making it the go-to 
for most contractors who don't routinely tackle extreme timber.  

●​ Proven reliability — The model S2 800 is the best seller and widely praised for its 
ability to easily split most of the typical, over-sized logs that customers are handling. The 
800cc motor is able to split 12’- 20’+ long logs with “working down fracture lines” type 
procedure and typically splits just about anything under 5’ long with ease. 

Cons 

●​ Lower maximum torque — Torque tops out around 1,700–3,000+ lb-ft (depending on 
motor size like 800+), which can struggle with very large-diameter logs that are 
extremely knotty, long sections, or massive stumps/roots. May require multiple splitting 
attempts down the log and/or repositioning. 

●​ Can bog down — On the toughest material, the cone can stall. If this happens, don’t try 
to force the split, just reverse and try again working down the logs. With time and 
patience, most products can be split down. 

●​ Less "brute force" — Not ideal for the applications regularly requiring massive torque 
for production. 

Geared (Planetary Gear Models, e.g., SB/SBX Series) 

Pros 

●​ Massively higher torque — Planetary gears amplify torque (8,800 - 22,000+ ft/lbs of 
output). This makes it excel at splitting the toughest, longest, knottiest, or largest 
logs/stumps with ease—like a "heavyweight boxer" that powers through where direct 
drive would stall. 

●​ Better for extreme conditions — Handles bigger diameters, harder species, longer 
logs, and stumps more effectively. Users report "next-level performance" for demanding 
log splitting. 

●​ More consistent power on hard material — Less bogging down; the gearing maintains 
splitting force even when resistance is high. 

●​ Larger Cone Size with Quadruple helical thread — Massive torque output allows for a 
larger cone size with steeper, 45mm pitch, to the cone threads for more aggressive 
penetration into massive timber. 



Cons 

●​ Slower cone rotation — The gearing trades speed for torque, so the cone spins 
noticeably slower. This can make it feel less "zippy" on easier jobs, potentially taking 
longer to process average piles. 

●​ Heavier — Added planetary gear assembly increases weight, which may limit use on 
very small/light carriers or affect boom stability. 

●​ More complex/expensive — Higher cost due to the gearing, plus slightly more potential 
maintenance points (though planetary gears are durable in hydraulic applications). 

●​ Overkill for many users — If your typical over-sized logs are under 12 ft long and not 
extreme, the extra torque isn't needed—the direct drive 800 models handle 80–90% of 
jobs just fine. 

Quick Recommendation Guide 

●​ Choose direct drive (S2/S2X series) if: You're on a mini excavator/skid steer (1.5–9 
tons), handle mostly standard firewood/land clearing, want faster cycles and lower cost. 
This is what most Ransome customers start with and love (e.g., the S2 800 is called a 
"game changer" for everyday use). 

●​ Choose geared (SB/SBX) if: You regularly deal with monster logs, heavy knots, long 
sections, large stumps, or high-volume tough timber. It's the upgrade for when it's clear 
you need Extreme Power 

Both are premium German-built (CE-approved, chromium-steel cones, replaceable tips), 
low-maintenance, and safe from the cab. As the first NA distributor, Ransome Attachments can 
help match the right one to your machine's hydraulics (flow/pressure) and typical work. 

 

1.​ How do I install a Black Splitter on my machine? Installation uses a bolt-on mount 
plate (quick coupler compatible in many cases) and simple hydraulic connections—no 
major modifications required. Professional setup is recommended to ensure proper 
alignment, secure fittings, and safety. We provide instructions with each unit, and our 
team can guide you or connect you with dealers/installers. Always connect hydraulics 
and secure the machine before work. 

2.​ What sizes and types of logs can the Black Splitter handle? It excels at 
large-diameter logs (48”+), knotty hardwood, twisted timber, frozen wood, and stumps. 
The cone's perfect balance of size maximizes performance and replaceable tip provide 
efficient splitting without leaving the cab. It's not limited by log shape—perfect for 
forestry, land clearing, firewood production, biomass, and landscaping. 

3.​ How durable is the Black Splitter cone? The cone is machined from solid chromium 
tool-grade steel for exceptional hardness and wear resistance. It lasts years with proper 
use (avoid contact with stone, pavement, or metal). The replaceable tip takes most wear 
and performs best when sharp. The cone can be sharpened with an angle/die grinder as 
needed but will need to be replaced eventually.  



4.​ What maintenance does a Black Splitter require? It's low-maintenance: Regularly 
check hydraulic connections, cone and mount plate bolts, and inspect the cone for wear. 
Keep the cone free of debris and avoid abrasive materials. Monitor hydraulic fluid 
levels/quality on your carrier machine. The design minimizes downtime—replace the tip 
as needed for peak performance. Full maintenance guidelines come with the unit; 
contact us for model-specific tips. 

5.​ What is the warranty on Black Splitter products? Black Splitter offers a one-year 
manufacturer's guarantee (per German law), covering defects in materials/workmanship 
from the date of purchase. It excludes normal wear/tear, misuse, improper operation, 
theft, or third-party alterations. As your USA distributor, we stand behind the 
product—reach out for warranty claims or support. 

6.​ Can the Black Splitter be used for both professional and personal use? Yes—it's 
built for heavy commercial work (forestry contractors, biomass ops, demolition) but also 
perfect for private users (landowners splitting firewood or clearing property). Worldwide 
users praise its reliability, safety (CE-approved), and time savings in any setting. 

7.​ How do I get a Black Splitter, pricing, or more info? As the first North American 
distributor (Ransome Attachments, Lumberton, NJ), we stock models and can quote 
quickly. Use the "Request Information" buttons on product pages (e.g., for S2 630 or S2 
800), call 888-280-1710, or email sales@ransomeattach.com. Provide your machine 
details for compatibility/pricing. Lead times vary (some in stock, others 3–8 weeks). We 
offer quotes, financing options, and dealer support. 

 


	Black Splitter Cone Splitter FAQs 
	Direct Drive (e.g., S2 800, S2X 800+, S1X) 
	Geared (Planetary Gear Models, e.g., SB/SBX Series) 
	Quick Recommendation Guide 

